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(Witness excused.)

ROGER LACHANCE, being duly sworn by the clerk,

testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION by Mr. Rupp:

Q. Sir, can you state your name for the record,
please.

A. Roger Owen LaChance.

Q. Sir, what is your ocecupation?

A. I'‘m chief of the Potosi Fire Digtrict.

Q. Okay. And, sir, how long have you been with the
Potosi Fire District?

A. It would be ten years in October.

Q. And were you working with the Potosi Fire District
on the date of December the 5%, 19987?

A. Yes, sir, I was.

@. [I‘d liite to call your atetention te Ethat merning and
ask you, did you receive a page?

A. Yes, sir. We got called out to a 10-70 structure
with a possible person inside of the building.

Q. And what did you do when you got that 10-70 call?

A. We do as we normally do on procedures. Engineer
pages us out, and we take the truck, and the other people
follow. We all went to the scene, because I was assistant
chief at the time, and I went directly to the scene.

Q. In your own vehicle?
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AL Yeg i Sin.

Q. So you left from your house straight to the scene?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. And when you arrived there, what do you recall
geeing, 1if anything?

A. There was two gentlemen standing off to the right,
two young gentlemen, and there was another gentleman with a
garden hose trying -- he just come out of the building. And
we did our regular set up. I had my engineer pull the hose
off the truck. There was another fire fighter that came out
of the house and said that we still had some fire in the
house. So he took the hose, proceeded in the house, and put
the rest of the fire out.

Q. HWhat did yeu de?

A. I went in behind him and walked around, took a
quick loock at the house to make sure we didn’t have any
other fire in this house and walked to the backdoor and
opened the sliding back doors.

Q. So you opened the sliding glass doors?

A. Yes, sir.

Q. Were they closed when you went in there?

A. Yes, sir, they was.

Q. Did you look at the rest of the house?

A. Yes.

Q. Were there any othcr windows or deers epen in the
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house, other than the front door?
A. Not to my knowledge that I can remember, no.

Q. And then did you open the windows and the doors to

ventilate the house?

A. Yes, sir, we did.

ey

Q. And you in fact, when you went in there, could you

describe for the jury what the condition of that house was
== trailer T should say?

A. There wasn’t no radius extension as far as heat.
You know what I’'m saying? There wasn’t no heat moved out.
Nothing else melted in the trailer. Very little smoke.

Just, probably about enough smoke to make your eyes burn or

watery: a littille bit . As far as the rest of the Erailer, it

wae din very, very deod cenditieon.

Q. When you went in that trailer did you have to use

breathing apparatus?
A Nejs shie s met at gl
Q. Did you use breathing apparatus?

A, Ne, shir.

Q. And this is immediately, while the fire is being

Uk cut? v \(\M Deen spe oty e ol
o Eic?rw} pwkhry Fire OWF arwed 1135 /fiedo.

. : i
A. Corwecrt. ‘Ot - m‘wjka.j /\7(-\0( Yo -\J0M N
Q. What happens when you put water or try to

extinguish something that is burning? .

A. You usually get smoke. “ﬁﬁd“d [\Uﬁkb°( (l*\q/ MW%
The Smoke  Wole Mile up + Josh o

They have to QUickiner J‘Opm\u 02:'30\;39rwu Ine
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Q- SO igtthie main -

A. You’ll get smoke and a vapor steam.

Q. And so would it be fair to say, you can get more
spoke as a result of puttihg out the fire than when the fire
i's burning?

NG YEE, Gy, e sllce changes the color of the smoke.

Q. Okay. After you ventilated the house and made sure
that the fire was out, what then did you do?

A. I asked the fireman who put the fire out if he was
for sure it was out. We checked underneath the trailer. He
did. We had a paramedic, an EMT on the scene at that time.

I asked the paramedic to put an air pack on for his safety,

not really needing it, but I wanted him to be safe because
it was my scene, and to go in and make sure that Mrs.
Politte was deceased.

Q. And did he do that?

A, Yeg, he did.

Q. After it was determined that she was deceased, what
then did yeu de?

A. We roped off the area with yellow tape, and I sent,
I believe it was Mr. Eric Aubuchon to the back of the house
to make sure nobody entered the door from the back. And we
proceeded to put barrier tape up around the perimeter.

Q. At any time while you were there at that fire

scene, did you see the defendant, Bernie Politte?
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Ny NEg, X clel,
Q. And do you recall where he was when you saw him?
A. He was with another young gentleman standing off to

the right of the porch as we pulled in.

After you pulled into the fire scene, did

@,  Okay.

you see him a second time?

AL Yes, T did.

Q. And did you hear anything that was said?

A No, si.

Q. How about the first time when yeu went in, did yveu

hear something?

A. No, I don’t believe T did.

—

Do you remember the defendant making a statement

@

about smoke?

A. He had something like, the smoke was heavygg;

something like that. But that’s about all he said. T mean,

I didn’t actually have a conversation with the gentleman.

Q. Well, I'm net asking you if you --

A. Oh, okay.

Q. I'm asking if you overheard something. He say

something about hollering out?

He said something about, the smoke was so

AT Yeah.

heavy he couldn’t holler out to his mother, or something

like that, I overhead.

/' Q. And did that strike you as odd? O F
9 i V;NQS : Sﬁi&§¥§yj
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A.

(0]

A.

Yeah.
Why?

Because when we got there, no more than the fire

had advanced, there shouldn’t have been that much smoke in

the building.

MR. RUPP: Thank you. I don’t have any further

questions.

CROSS-EXAMINATION by Mr. Williams:

Q.
A.
Q.
A.
he tried

@l

else?

A.

Q.

You don’t remember exactly what he said, do you?
Word-for-word?

Yes.

Like [ ‘said, “he said it was Seo smokey in Ehere that

to holler out to his mether, but he couldn’'t get it

So he told --

Something similar to that.

So he told you it was smokey in the house?
No, he did not tell me. I overheard it.

You overheard a statement that he said to someone

Yes.

And you don’t know how long the fire had been

burning by the time you got there, do you?

A

@

Ne, St
st

—

You don’t know how smokey it was in that house
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before you got there, do you?

A. Neo, sir. But with the experience, I would say not

very smokey.

Q. And you wrote a statement about your knowledge of

Ehis case, didn’t you?z

ANe o NEE, Shas,

e

Q. And that statement was written on June the 162 of

19997

AL Gormecet.,

Q. AE 6:42 p.m.; 1is that correct?

AL R Eh okl s whot i says on there, yes, sir.

Q. Would you look at this document that I’'m handing to
vou. Is that yveur statement?

AL Yes, Sy

Q. Okay. Is that your signature at the bottom of the
statement?

A Yes, Sin.

Q. And what was the date that it was written on?

A. G=1l6, i "O5,

Q. At what time?

A At 64D pim

Q. And do you see anywhere in that statement where you

made reference to overhearing Bernie Politte say there was

heavy smoke in that house?

AL Ne - sane T deni‘t .

—
PR
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Q. You didn’t make any previous statements before ‘99,

——
—

did you, before June of '99, right?

A, Ne, sir. 'That was the only statement that was

made.

MR. WILLIAMS: Okay. Thank you, Officer.

REDIRECT EXAMINATION by Mr. Rupp:

Q0. Mr. LaChance, did anybedy ask you to make a
statement about what you overheard when you wrote that
statement out?

A ENe » shile

Q. Did they ask you what you did as a fire fighter; is
that correet?

A, TBhat’s cowrcct.

Q. And Ehot’s what yeu put in there; is= that right?

A. Yes, sir. .

MR. RUPP: I have no further questions.

RECROSS -EXAMINATION by Mr. Williams:

Q. Mr. LaChance, officers were there while you were
thewre; is that correct?

A I'm serry, I didn’t hear you.

Q. Police officers came to the scene while you were
there  didn’'t Ghcy?

AL Yesh s siie S thicyediid

Q. And they were walking around, right?

A. There was one officer there right after we put the
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Fire out, yes, siv.

G-

scene before you arrived?

A.

engineer with the truck.

9

scene?
/

A.

excused.

When you got there had anybody else arrived at that

Yes, sir. There was another fire fighter and my

And I arrived right behind him.

And you were the first people to respond to this

XEF’ sir.

R,
Tég COURT: May
MRS RUPP: Veos
SEHIE - GOIRE - e
You’re free to

WILLIAMS: Nothing further.

the witness be excused?
Your Honor.
You are

may step down, sir.

leave.

(Witness excused.)

e




