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CHARLES SKILES, being duly sworn by the clerk,

testified as follows:

DIRECT EXAMINATION by Mr. Rupp:

Ol

please.

Road?
A.
Q-
address?

A.

Q.

Sir, could you state your name for the record,

Charles Thomas Skiles.

And, Mr. Skiles, what is your address?

Box 466, Mineral Point, Missouri, Route 1.

And is that somewhere close to Hopewell Road?
Yes, right on Hopewell Road.

And would your driveway actually face Hopewell

Yeah.

And approximately how long have you lived at that

Since ‘79.

And would it be a fair statement that you were

living there on December 5%, of the year 199872

A.

Q.

Yes.

I‘d like to call your attention to that morning and

ask you if you recall approximately what time you got up

that morning?
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A. Probably somewhere around four.

Q. And can you tell the jury what you did when you got
up at feux?

A. Just couldn’t go back to sleep. I made some coffee
and later on went out on the front porch and smoked a
cigarette.

Q. And at some point did your wife get up?

AL Abeut 5 310

Q. And she was also with you?

A. Yeah.

Q. And when your wife got out of bed, did she have
some chores for you to do? |

A. Yeah. I was going to hook a washer and dryer up or
a dishwasher for her.

Q. And at some point then did you leave the interior
of your house to go outside?

A. Yeah. Probably right around 6:00 I went out to get
my tape measure so I could take some measurements.

Q. Okay. And where did you go?

A. Out to my garage.

Q. This is a rough diagram, not to scale by any means.
I think it’s been indicated that’s approximately your home.
Leighann’s home is there and your son.

A. Yeah.

Q. And would this be approximately where your garage
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is?

A. Yes.

Q. Right in between the two homes and corners right on
Rita’s property?

A, No, i deesn’t cornict on Rita’'s property. It's
probably a good 50, 60 feet.

Q. Okay, about 60 feet?

A. Yeah.

Q. And is that where you went to get a tape measure?

A. Yeah.

Q. And then you went in and you started working on the
dishwasher I take it?

A. Took the measurements, yeah.

Q. Okay, just taking measurements?

A. Yeah.

Q. Going back and forth and around?

A. Yes.

Q. During that period of time, did you hear anything
unusual?

A, No!

Q. Did you notice anything unusual?

A Ne:

Q. Hear any cars?

A NG

Q. See any cars?
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A.

They go up and down the road all the time, so I

didn’t pay no attention if T did.

Q.

Do you recall giving, I believe, Curt Davis a

statement on December the 5%°?

A.

@

Yes.

Did you indicate at that time that you didn’t

believe you saw any cars that morning?

A.

Q.

Yes.

So you didn’t think at that time there was any

traffie going on?

A.

no .

Q.

Ne. T didn’t pay ne dttention, net that 1 noficed,

And that’s true all the way up to the point that

you got a phene eall; is that correck?

A.
Qf
anything
A.
O.
problem?

A.

Q.

Yes.

And you also didn’t notice any dogs barking or
of that nature; is that correct?

No.

Nothing caught your attention that there was a

No.

Intidl Ve get st pheone call = comrect?

Yes.

Did you get a telephone call?

Yes.
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Q. Do you remember about what Eime you got that

telephone call?

A. Right around 6:30, because I was getting ready to
go to work.

Q. And do you recall who made the telephone call to
your home?

A. My daughter-in-law.

Q. ILnd who is that?

A. Leighann Skiles.

Q. Did you answer the phone?

A. My wife did.

Q. And did she talk to her?

A. (No response.)

Q. Your wifec?

A. Yes.

Q. And did she communicate anything to you, your wife?
K. BSaid that Rita’s house was on fire.

Q. And you heard that?

A. Yeah. Well, when my wife told me; I heard it.

Q. Did you give your wife any instructions or

anything?

L. Yeah. = 1 teld her to call the fire department, and

I headed down to Rita’s house.
Q. Okay. And when you say you headed down to Rita'’s

house, did you go out the front door or the back door?
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ALE Bacls door.

Q. So you went straight out the back door?

AL Yieg.

Q. And past your garage?

A, Yeé.

Q. And over to here; is that correct?

A. Yes, on the right side of my garage.

Q. On thig side?

A. No, the other side.

0. Right side?

A. Uh-hum.

Q. And would it be fair to say that there is a little
path there, not a big one but a foot path?

A. Yeah.

Q. And you went that direction?

A. Yes.

QL. And, siwe, can yeou tell wus what weu recall seeing
when you got there?

A. When I got about to the end of the garage, I seen

the two boys running down to Rita’s house.

Q. And what happened? What did you do?

A. I just went on down there to Rita’s house to see

what was going on.
Q. And what happened when you got to Rita’s house?

A. I went inside, and when I went inside, the boys was
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coming out of the bedroom to the left. And Bernie fell over
some kind of little couch or something and said, “There’s my
meom. She’s on fire. She’s dead.?

@. If T couwld wedl bricfily, neow, whe did you see
running out of the bedroom?

A. Bernie and Josh.

Q. Both came out of his bedroom?

A. Yes.

Q. Towards Rita’s bedroom.

A. Well, towards the end of the living room, yeah.

Q. Would 1& be fair te say Rita's bedroem weuld be on
this side of the trailer?

A. As far as I remember, yes.

Q. And in the middle was a living room with a kitchen
and a dining room?

A. Yeah.

Q. And then over here were two other bedrooms; is that
corLEeEE 2

A. I suppese.

@. If yeu den’t knew, el den’t know.

A Ne, I deonit knew:.

@. But this isg the direction they were coeming, Erom
back i1n the living reoem?

A Nesh

Q.  Did yeu then leel in Rita’s bedroom?
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A Yeg, T did.

Q. And what did you see if anything?
A. I seen her legs and smoke.

@ Istthat all veu ‘could see?

A. Well, there was a fire, you know, water hose laxigg

= e

Q. But you couldn’t see in to the room?

A, No, not all the way im it.

Q. You could see her legs and --

A. Yeah, through the doorway.

Q. What happened then?

A. I ram back up to the house, got me a big, old pot
and a towel and told my wife to call the police. That they
had set Rita on fire.

Q. And what then did you do?

A. My wife couldn’t de it, so I had £te tell the police
what I seen, and then I run back down.

Q. How much time elapsed would you say?

A. Couldn’t have been more than two or three minutes.
Wasn’t very long at all.

Q. Okay. And you went back down. Now, when you went
in the house the first time, did you see a lot of flames?

AN

Q. Did you see any flames?

AL Ne, not scail iy
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Q. So there was no fire at that particular time?

A. No. It was just, vou know, kind of a glow-like.
Q. And you went back down there with a pan of water?
AN Sher)

Q. You went back down to the house with a pan?

A. Yeah, with a pan from my house.

0. And what did you de?

A. The garden hose was laying in the floor. And I

jerked it baclk outside and filled it up and teek it in

there, put it on Rita.
@. Did yeu have te turn the hese on First?

A, Theiend of Wt Tihe cpigot was eon.  Ghec faucet was

yg‘a

on outside. Just the end of the hose.

turned

Q. Do you recall telling Detective Davis that you had
to turn the water on, on the well house?
A. Ne, [ did not:

@. You died net de that?

A Nel T told him it wes the end of the hese, the

Q. And you filled the pan with water?

By YEE
0. And what did yeou de?

A. Threw it on Rita. Went in there and threw it on

Rita.

Q. And did you exit the house at that time?
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A. I filled the pan up probably two or three times.
Q. And you just threw it in the room?

AL Yes:

Q. BAnd after the third time what, 1f anything,

happened?

A. That’s when everybody started showing up, the fire

department.

Q. While you were throwing water on Rita, do you know
where the defendant was?

A. I had no idea.

Q. He wasn’t with you?

A. Ne, not that T noticed, no.

MR. RUPP: I don’t think I have any further

questions, Your_Honor.

CROSS-EXAMINATION by Mr. Williams:

Q. Mr. Skiles, when you got to this residence, you

picked up that hose out of the living room?

AL Yeg
Q. And you drug it outside; is that correct?

A. When I went back in the second time I did.

Q. RiginE .

AL T gust neacked in, grabbed it eut, and drue it
outside on the deck and filled the pan up.
Q. And this water hose, it was yellow?

A. Yes.
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Q. And it was already on?

SRS — —

A. Ygs.

@. Erem the faucet, right?

A. Yes, from the well house.

Q. From the well house?

A Yes.

@. Rnd you had te turn it en at the end lof the hose:

is that correct?

A. Yes. It had one of them little screw type.

©. Okay. 2&Ind you screwed it in a direction, and it

came on?
AL Yes.
Q. BAnd yeu mever told Betective Curt Davis that it

wasn’t on from the well house, right?

2. Ne. 2As =2 mottcr of fact, 1 made 1t plan that T

turned it on at the end of the hose. I told him a second

time I turned it on at the end of the hose.

©F Aﬁawféﬁ 55&é a statement, fight, a written
statement; is that correct?

A. Yeah.

Q. And Detective Davis wrotg Fhat statement out ﬁo;
you, didn't hé;

A. Yes.

©. And have vou had an oppertunity recently to review

your statement?
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A.  Tive looked at i, yes.

Q. And there’s nothing in there, anywhere in your
handwritten statement that says that the hose wasn’t on from
the well house, is there?

A. No.

Q. Now, you had an opportunity that morning after you

h{gggived that call from Leighann Skiles to observe Bernie

Politte, right?

A. Yes.
m A e s

Q. When you first went out of your house in an effort

to go to Rita Politte’s house, you saw Bernie, didn’t you?
A. Yes.
Q. And you saw Josh Sansoucie?

A. Yes.

Q. And they were coming from the direction of Leighann

Skiles’ house?
A Wie s
Q. And they were not walking, were they?

A. Not when I see then, no.

Q. They were running, right?
A. | Yes, they was.

Q. And at that peint you had an opportunity to see

®-

what Bernie had on, right?
cirspaRaelE o e 0

A. Yes.
e
Q. He had on dark sweat pants?
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A. Black sweat pants.

Q. Black sweat pants. No shirt?

b

A, No.

Q. No shoes?

A. No.

Q. Didn’t it look like he just got out of bed?
MR. RUPP: Objection. Calls for speculation.
THE COURT: Sustained.
Q. (By Mr. Williams): But he didn’t have any shirt on,
right?
A. Ne.
Q. Didn’t have any shoeg on?
A, No.
Q. The only thing you saw was the black sweat pants?
A. Yes.
Q._ Didn’t have a hat on?
AL NoL
Q. Now, you said that when you went out —- You got up
that morning about, what, 5:30°?
A. Ne. I got up abeut 4:00.
Q. About 4:007?
A. Yeah.
Q. And you made coffee when you got up?

A. Well, tossed and turned, and then I got up and made

coffee --
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Q. Okay.

A. -—- like I usually do.

Q. And at some point you went out on your front porch;
isg that corzect?

AL egs

Q. And you were standing out there. Was it still
dark?

A. I was sitting down.

Q. You were sitting down?

A e o

Q. Was it still dark outside?

N NEE

Q. So when you were sitting down there drinking your
coffee in the dark, you weren’t looking for nothing
suspicious, were you?

. Nek

Q. And you didn’'t hear any dogs barking that you can

reecall —right?

A. No, no more than normal. I mean, dogs bark all the

timgxggtughere.

@. Thagls corrcet. Bhis §is eut in the countiy, righty

A. Yes.

©. [t's net unusual te hear degs barking, is it?

A. No.

Q. You hear them all the time, right?
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A. I guess it would be according to where it was
barking from.

Q. Okay. Now, you say at Some point you went inte
Rita Politte’sg residence, right?

AL Weo

Q. And you tried to extinguish the fire?

A. The second time I went im es

Q. The second time. You tried to Dour water on e,

4. Yea

Q. At some point when you went in there though, the
smoke was real thick, wasn’t it?

A. No. It was king ok up high.

Q. Was it up high?

A. It wasn’t down low.

Q. Was that the second time that You went to the

residence?
A. Yes.

Q. Wasn’'t the EiEgt time, right?
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A. But the first time it was about the same thing.

Q. Was it about the same thing?

At S egh

Q. I thought your testimony was a few minutes ago was
that you couldn’t see in there too well; is that correct?

AL Neo, I dadnit say Ehat.

Q. Okay. Could you see in there very well?

A. I seen her legs.

@. Okay:.

A. That was it.

Q. That’s all you saw?

A. That was it, because the smoke was kind of -- it
wag Kind of up high, about, prebably two, three, four feot
el oo,

0. Twe or three or four feet off the ground?

A. Yeah.

Q. And the only thing you could see were her legs; is
that right?

AL ¥Yeg.

Q. Noew, yeu‘we liwed i1in this neighberheeod Eor quite a
few years, right?

A. Yes.

Q. You said since the ‘'70's.

A R YO I beought iehat heuse.

Q. And yeu're familiar with the layout of this land,

224




10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

- 20

21

22

23

24

25

Blght?
A. Yeah.

Q. I’'d like you to look at the State’s exhibit here if

you would. Is it true that there are railroad tracks from

Rita Politte’s house?

L. Yes. Fhey're down at the bottom of the hill.

Q. Can you point to where those tracks are?

A. They’d be down past that road that’s going into
Rita’s house. And you drop off a hill probably, roughly a
quarter mile from the house I would imagine, something like
that.

Q. About a gquarter mile?

A. Approximately.

Q. Could you step down and point to where those
railread Eracks dre? I think they’re pretty obvious.

A. Well, they’re down past this shed here, whatever
that is, going down to the railroad.

Q. Okay. Would this be the railroad tracks right here
that are labeled “railroad tracks” from Rita’s house?

A. ITt's them. The read gees on down.

Q. And is there a path that leads from Rita Politte’s
house to the railroad tracks?

A. There used to be one when I went to school down

there.

Q. If you’'re on those railroad tracks, can you get to
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Old Hopewell Road from there if you walk the tracks?

A. Sure.

Q. That winds around with the 0l1d Hopewell Road,

A. Yeah.

Q. So if somebody walked down that path behind Rita

s e

’gggipte’s house, it would be possible to get to eventually

hEEENESE?well Road, right?
\;éﬁ;NYes.
———
Q. But you didn’t see any traffic in front of the
residence ‘ehae meorning, right?
AL n Breont el what?
©.  in freont of Rita Polittels housc?
A NG
Q. Now, you had‘an opportunity to observe Bernie later
that morning, ;{9hg?
A. What are you talking about, later?
Q. Well, you had an opportunity to observe him when he
sat down on the couch and said, there’s my mom?
' ”Xf“mgé. Oh, when he fell over?
‘ ———
Qs Rilglae
A, He didnt it en it. He fell over it.
Q. He fiell over it?
A. Yes.

Q. Was he upset?

R e
L

T —
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A. He was screaming in a high pitched voice.

M

Q. Was he screaming in a high pitched voice?

A. Yeah.

And did you get a chance to look at him at that

O

poinkE?
£. Mere or less, yes. I looked at him real guick.

Q. Did you see any blood on him anywhere?

No.

Q. There wasn’'t any blood, right?

A. No, not that I seen.
\\ :

rQ. Wasn't any fresh scratches or cuts on him that you

¥

noticed?

A. No.
T————

Q. His clothes weren’t blood stained in any way?

i

AL No.
\——‘—-\.

Q. You had an opportunity to observe the other boy,
right, Josh?

A Negh

Q. BAnd Ehe same thing with him. You didn’t potice any
blood stains on him either, did you?

A Net

Q. He wasn’t cut up or anything like that, was he?

A. Ne.

MR. WILLIAMS: Nothing further.

MR. RUPP: Nothing further, Judge.
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THE COURT: May this witness be excused?

MR. RUPP: Yes, Your Honor.

THE COURT: You may step down. You are excused.
(Witness excused, and a recess was taken.)
(The proceedings returned to open court, and

the following was had:)
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